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“It’s everything a school should 
be: academically rigorous 
and high-achieving but kind, 
nurturing and creative with it.”
TATLER SCHOOLS GUIDE



Welcome to 
Moreton Hall

“Building self confidence and 
creativity through boundless ambition, 
commitment and lifelong friendships”

Moreton Hall is widely recognised as one of 
the leading independent boarding and day 
schools in the UK. 

Although not highly academically selective, 
securing a place is increasingly competitive. 
Our overriding aim is to attract highly 
motivated pupils who will benefit from the 
wide range of opportunities we can offer. 

Normal entry points to the senior school 
are at 11+ and 13+, and Sixth Form 16+ but 
occasionally pupils join us at other times. 

Our scholarships are designed to attract to 
the school, pupils with significant talents 

and potential across a broad range of 
fields and are worth up to 20% of fees in 
each category. Details of our bursaries and 
further fee remissions can be found later in 
the guide.

We hope this short guide will help to clarify 
the process and enable you to choose the 
most appropriate route for your daughter in 
consultation with her current school.

Should you have any further questions 
regarding the process we would be happy 
to answer any queries you may have.

George Budd
Principal

Gráinne Dennision
Prep School Registrar 

Caroline Lang
Sixth Form Registrar 

Sarah Hughes
Head of Senior School

For any further information please email admissions@moretonhall.com



11+, 12+, 13+ & 14+
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Request or download 
our prospectus.

Attend a Moreton Morning, Open Day or 
arrange an individual visit by contacting our 

Admissions Department on 01691 773671 or 
admissions@moretonhall.com, usually 1 to 2 

years prior to entry.

We recommend all candidates take 
part in a taster session with us prior 
to registering, in order to experience 
for themselves what it’s like to be a 

Moretonian.

In January of the year preceding entry, 
your daughter will be invited to attend 

our assessment day, on which she will sit 
entrance papers in Maths and English, followed 

by an online assessment and interview with the 
Principal. As part of the 13+ assessment, candidates 
will sit a further paper in a subject of their choice.

Complete and return the 
registration form with the 
registration fee of £200.

Your child’s last school 
report and references 

are requested from 
their current school.

Following the assessments, a letter 
will be sent to candidates with details 

of their performance. An offer of a 
place or an academic scholarship will 

be made at this time.

Attend the summer 
welcome day for 
new parents and 

pupils in the May/
June prior to entry, in 

order to meet staff, make new 
friends and start to settle in.

Other scholarships (e.g., Art, Sport, 
Music, Drama) are taken in the 

November prior to entry.

Confirm your acceptance 
of your child’s place by 
contacting the Principal’s 
PA. A full induction 

programme with key dates 
will be provided in advance 
of your child’s start date. 
Congratulations! 
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16+
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Request or download 
our prospectus - our 
Registrar will contact 

you to answer any 
initial questions.

Attend a Moreton Morning, Open Day 
or arrange an individual visit or taster 
session by contacting our Admissions 

Department on 01691 773671 or 
admissions@moretonhall.com

1 or 2 years prior to entry, attend our 
Sixth Form Information Evening held 
during the Autumn term to meet the 

academic and pastoral staff.

In November of the year preceding entry, 
candidates are invited to attend our Sixth 
Form Admissions Day where candidates 

will sit the school’s General Paper, as well 
as two further papers in subjects of their own 

choice, followed by an interview with the Principal. 
Scholarships available include Academic and All-
rounder as well as Art, Sport, Music and Drama, all of 
which are accessed during the Admissions Day.

Complete and return the 
registration form with the 
registration fee of £200.

Each candidate’s most recent 
school report, references and 

GCSE predictions will be requested 
from your current school.

Following the assessments, a letter 
is sent to candidates with details 
of their performance and an offer 

of a place or a scholarship is made. 
Confirm acceptance of the place by 

contacting the Principal’s PA.

Attend the Welcome to Moreton Sixth 
event for parents and students in May/
June prior to entry to get a headstart on 

Sixth Form study and make new friends 
ahead of joining Moreton Sixth.

In February of the year preceding 
entry, candidates join their future 
peers at our Sixth Form Subject 

Taster Day followed by the 
Moreton Hall Careers Fair.

Submit your chosen Sixth 
Form subject choices in the 

February prior to entry.



The Assessment 
Process
Having visited Moreton Hall either during an 
Open Day, Moreton Morning or an individual 
tour, usually 1 to 2 years prior to entry, we 
recommend all candidates experience a 
taster session with us prior to registering so 
that they are familiar with the school when 
they come to sit the assessment.

As part of the admissions process all external 
candidates will be invited to sit the Moreton 
Hall entrance examinations.  

Entrance examinations are held in November 
(16+) and January (11+, 12+, 13+ and 14+). 

Scholarships available include Academic and 
All-rounder as well as Art, Sport, Music and 
Drama which are assessed in the November 
prior to entry.

After the examinations, a letter is sent to 
candidates with details of their performance. 
An offer of a place or a scholarship will be 
made at this time.

Late applicants should contact the Registrar 
to arrange an alternative date to sit entrance 
examinations. 
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The Examinations 
in more detail
At 11+ and 12+ candidates sit papers in 
English and Mathematics as part of the 
entrance examination process.

At 13+ candidates sit papers in English, 
Mathematics and one subject of their choice. 

In addition, all candidates joining at 11+, 
12+, 13+ and 14+ sit the Durham University 
CEM online assessments. Tests in verbal, 
numerical and non-verbal reasoning 
are designed to enable all children to 
demonstrate their natural ability and 
achievement without excessive preparation. 
For more information please visit their 
website:
www.cem.org/intu/entrance-assessment

16+ candidates sit the school’s General 
Paper, which tests critical thinking skills and 
general knowledge, as well as two further 
papers in subjects of their own choice. 

Candidates who require access 
arrangements, such as extra time or a reader, 
should inform the school in advance, so that 
the necessary arrangements can be put in 
place.

Specimen papers are available for all 
scholarship papers. 



Scholarship 
Assessments

Preparation of 
Candidates for 
Scholarship

Academic
All-rounder
Art & Design

Drama
Music
Sport

In addition to the entrance examinations we offer 
scholarships to candidates who demonstrate 
exceptional skills and abilities either academically 
or in a specific subject area.

When sitting the entrance examination, parents or 
the current school are invited to nominate the child 
to be considered for scholarships. 

Our scholarships celebrate and recognise an 
individual’s achievements and potential.

Scholarship Categories:

Firstly, it is important to note that the scholarship 
examinations are designed to identify potential.

It is important that candidates arrive on the day of 
the assessment feeling fully prepared and know 
what is expected of them. 

The following information is designed to assist 
families and current schools in the preparation of 
candidates. 

Scholarships to Moreton Hall carry a nominal fee 
reduction. We advise that pupils are not entered 
for more than two categories of scholarship.

}



Art &
Design
As an Arts Scholar we are keen to see pupils who have a 
genuine engagement and passion for art. 

During the examination pupils will complete a still life drawing 
in the stimulating and friendly environment of our Art 
Department.

As part of the assessment day there will be an informal 
interview based around the candidate’s work and their reason 
for applying for an art scholarship.  13+ and 16+ candidates 
should also submit a 500 word personal statement explaining 
their reasons for applying.

Pupils should submit a collection of their work for assessment, 
one week before the drawing examination, if possible. The 
portfolio should include personal work produced by the 
candidate in their own time as well as work produced in 
school, art clubs or holiday courses. Evidence of a wide range 
of approaches is encouraged. It is hoped that much of the 
work submitted will be exploratory and experimental. 

Three-dimensional work such as pottery, sculpture and design 
projects should NOT be submitted with the portfolio but 
instead the work should be presented through good quality 
print-outs showing a clear and accurate indication of scale 
and quality of the work.

Successful Art and Design Scholars are expected to make the 
most of the facilities of the School’s Design Centre during 
their time at Moreton Hall. They should pursue their particular 
interests and develop their skills both within and outside the 
taught curriculum. Successful candidates will follow a suitable 
course to GCSE level and proceed to an A Level in Fine Art, 
History of Art, Textiles or Photography.
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Drama
We are looking for talented performers with 
a commitment and energy for drama to be 
considered for a Drama Scholarship.

During the examination 11+ and 13+ 
students will be required to perform one 
speech or extract from any era of their 
choice from memory.

Candidates will join in a Drama class in order 
to gauge their ability to work in a group and 
to take direction. 

At 16 + the scholarship audition requires 
each candidate to:
Perform two contrasting monologues: one 
pre - 1900 and one post 1900.

Be prepared to deliver the monologues in 
different styles at the Director’s request. 
Be able to answer questions about their 
characters and the plays whilst displaying an 
understanding of the genre.  

Successful Drama Scholars are expected to 
take full part in an ever increasing range of 
activities including participation in regular 
school productions, drama festivals and 
community theatre. Our latest £1.45m 
development in The Holroyd Community 
Theatre provides a state of the art 
performance space and a hub for young 
talent to grow. 

It is normally expected that Drama Scholars 
are intending to study drama at GCSE and 
then A Level. We strongly encourage and 
prepare our pupils to audition for, and 
participate in, National Youth Theatre. 
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Music
Musical potential forms an important aspect 
of a candidates’ assessment to be considered 
for a Music Scholarship in addition to levels 
of instrument proficiency.

As a guide only,  candidates are expected to 
have reached the following standards:

11+   Grade 3 or 4
12+ and 13+  Grade 5 or 6
16+   Grade 7 or 8

However, scholarships will not automatically 
be awarded simply to the candidate who 
has reached the highest grade. Considerable 
importance is attached to the candidate’s 
responses during the audition. For example, 
a sensitive and artistic performance at Grade 
3 standard is much more likely to impress 
than a technically accurate, but mainly 
mechanical delivery at Grade 5 or 6.
 
The scholarship assessment will include the 
following:
A practical audition (approximately 20 - 
30 minutes) during which candidates will 
be asked to play a selection of scales and 
arpeggios of the standard of their chosen 
instrument.

All candidates will perform two prepared 
pieces. If two instruments or more are 
offered, candidates will perform one piece 
for each additional instrument. The ability 
to offer a second instrument maybe an 
advantage, but is by no means essential.

To sight read a piece on the principal 
instrument and to attempt vocal sight 
reading.

Aural and general musicianship exercises 
e.g., reading a rhythmic pattern, clapping 
rhythms, singing or playing back simple 
melodies from memory, recognising time 
signatures and answering questions on a 
piece of music played to them. 

If an accompanist is required, please liaise 
with the Music Department no later than 
one week before the assessment.   



Sport
Athletes who would like to be considered 
for a Sports Scholarship should offer at least 
one core sport (Lacrosse, Hockey, Tennis, 
Cricket or Athletics) and may in addition wish 
to be assessed in a non core sport (Netball, 
Swimming, Cross Country, Equestrianism 
etc.).

Students who also have a specialised 
sport and compete at a high level may 
also be considered. A separate Sporting 
CV Application Form will also need to be 
completed in advance of the assessment day. 

The scholarship assessment will include the 
following:

 x Physical fitness test
 x Assessment of ability and potential in core  

 sports
 x Assessment of ability and potential in non-  

 core sports

The assessment normally lasts two hours 
and candidates should bring with them 
appropriate sportswear and equipment.

Successful candidates will be coached 
to the highest level and should display a 
commitment to sport at Moreton Hall. 



The Assessment Day
The 11+, 12+ and 13+ assessments normally 
take place over two days. They begin will 
assessments in Art, Drama, Music and Sport 
(if applicable) and conclude with the written 
papers for Academic assessments.

Candidates and their parents are invited 
to arrive at the Front Hall, where they will 
meet fellow candidates, their families and 
key members of staff. Each girl will have a 
nominated pupil to look after them during 
the day. 

Most candidates will wear their current 
school uniform.

All candidates are offered overnight 
accommodation in one of Moreton’s 
Boarding Houses, but may prefer to go home 
at the end of the day.

All candidates are advised to bring the 
following items:

Pencil case including: protractor, compass, 
calculator, pencil, rubber and pens. 

Depending on category of scholarship 
candidates should bring: 

Art portfolio, sports kit, musical instrument 
(if applicable) and copies of music if 
accompanist required, copy of chosen drama 
performance.

Candidates staying overnight are advised to 
bring:
 x Change of clothes
 x Toiletries
 x Towel 

All bed linen will be provided. 

After their assessments have been 
completed, pupils are collected from the 
Front Hall by their parents. Once again, key 
members of staff will be on hand to answer 
any questions or queries that candidates or 
their parents may have. 

16+ Scholarships 

The Sixth Form scholarships normally 
take place on one day. In addition to the 
assessments, each candidate is interviewed 
by the Principal, George Budd. Overnight 
accommodation is available to all candidates.
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Bursaries & Fee 
Remission
All bursaries are means-tested and are administered by the Financial Controller, Ian Davies. 
In order to qualify for a bursary, parents are asked to complete a Confidential Statement of 
Financial Circumstances, which is reviewed on an annual basis.

Ursula Roberts Award 
Pupils whose parents live within a radius 
of approximately 20 miles of Oswestry are 
eligible for this award given in memory 
of Ursula Roberts, pupil and Librarian at 
Moreton Hall for 37 years. 

The award is worth the equivalent of 2 day 
places at Moreton, but may be split into up 
to 6 lesser awards. It may also be awarded to 
girls who live locally, but would like to board. 

Sibling Bursaries 
For parents with three or more children at 
the school, sibling bursaries may be available. 
Further details are available on request from 
the Financial Controller, Ian Davies. 

Fee Remission 
Fee remission may be available upon request 
to the daughters of members of the
Independent teaching profession, the 
daughters of serving members of Her 
Majesty’s Armed Forces and the daughters
of Old Moretonians. 



FAQs
What is the difference between 
Scholarships and Bursaries?
Scholarships are awarded in recognition of 
excellence in one or more categories. 

Bursaries are means-tested and are an 
entirely separate process, administered by 
our Financial Controller, Ian Davies. Parents 
complete the standard ISBA (Independent 
Schools Bursars’ Association) Confidential 
Statement of Financial Circumstances. 
Once a bursary has been awarded, parents 
are asked to complete the Confidential 
Statement of Financial Circumstances on an 
annual basis and inform the bursary if their 
financial situation changes significantly. 

The two schemes run independently - a pupil 
may have a bursary but not a scholarship and 
vice versa. A few pupils may have both.

Should my daughter sit the Entrance 
Examination or the Scholarship 
Examination?
All 11+, 12+ and 13+ candidates sit an 
examination. The data from these tests help 
us to establish setting and identify whether 
your daughter will need any support or extra 
challenge in particular areas. 

Most prospective pupils sit the Entrance 
Examination – either here or at their 
current school; a few will be entered for the 
Scholarship Examinations. Your daughter’s 
current school will be able to advise you 
which category is most appropriate. If a 
candidate sits our Entrance Examination and 
does exceptionally well, we may recommend 
she considers applying for a Scholarship.

How many scholarship categories can my 
daughter be entered for?
We advise that girls are not entered for more 
than two categories of scholarship. If they 
are particularly talented in a number of areas, 
the all-rounder category may be the most 
appropriate route. 

I don’t know whether to enter my daughter 
for an All-Rounder Scholarship. What does 
it entail?
All-Rounder scholarships are awarded to 
candidates who perform well in the written 
examinations and have considerable talent 
in other areas. As well as sitting a written 
examination, candidates are expected to 
have reached a high standard in at least 
two of the following categories: Art, Music, 
Drama, Sport. 

Candidates predicted to perform well in 
the Common Entrance Examination at 
their present school and who wish to be 
considered for an All-Rounder scholarship 
should, in consultation with their Head, 
contact Moreton Hall.

How many Scholarships are awarded in 
each age category?
For each category, a scholarship may be 
awarded to one outstanding candidate or a 
number of smaller awards may be made.

What is an Honorary Scholarship? 
Occasionally, Honorary Scholarships are 
awarded which recognise outstanding 
achievement, but carry no fee reduction. 
They are occasionally awarded to pupils 
who may already hold scholarships in other 
categories.

Will the Scholarship my daughter is 
awarded continue throughout her time at 
Senior School or Sixth Form? 
Subject to satisfactory progress and 
achievement, scholarships awarded lower 
down the school will continue automatically 
as the pupil moves to the next stage.
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Moreton Hall, Weston Rhyn, Oswestry, SY11 3EW

Charity Registration Number: 528409

Tel: 01691 773671 | Email: admin@moretonhall.com
www.moretonhall.org

/MoretonHall @MoretonHall

Useful Contacts 

We hope that you have found the information in this booklet useful. However, should you 
have any further and/or more detailed queries you may wish to speak to the relevant member 
of staff. All the following staff may be contacted via the main school number: 01691 773671. 
Or why not contact relevant staff directly by email: 

Head of Senior School: Sarah Hughes  hughess@moretonhall.com 

Principal’s PA & Admissions: Ruth Brown brownr@moretonhall.com 

Prep School Registrar: Grainne Dennison  dennisong@moretonhall.com
(entry at 11+/13+) 

Sixth Form Registrar: Caroline Lang   langc@moretonhall.com 

Financial Controller: Ian Davies   daviesi@moretonhall.com 

Head of Art: Ruth Mills    millsr@moretonhall.com

Head of Drama: Kate Howells   howellsk@moretonhall.com 

Director of Music: Helen Rayner   raynerh@moretonhall.com 

Director of Sport: Alison McDonald   mcdonalda@moretonhall.com 


